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MILLBRAE

UPCOMING 
MEETINGS

City Council/
Planning 

Commission 
Study Session

Tuesday
March 15, 2016

6 - 8 p.m.
Chetcuti Room
450 Poplar Ave

Community 
Workshop #1

Monday
April 11, 2016

7 - 9 p.m.
Chetcuti Room
450 Poplar Ave

On November 24, 2015, the City Council 
approved a contract for the General Plan. 
The project team, including staff and 
consultants, is preparing background 
data for the General Plan Update. 
This work includes consideration of 
the purpose of the General Plan, the 
process for completing the update, 
and important assets, issues, and
opportunities in the City of Millbrae. On 
March 15, 2016 the City Council and 
Planning Commission will hold a Study 
Session to review the process and provide 
input to the team. On April 11, 2016, the City will hold the first Community Workshop.

General Plan Process is in Motion

The City of Millbrae has begun a two-year process to update the General Plan, 
which was last adopted in 1998. The General Plan is the City’s “blueprint” that guides 
decision making for land use, transportation, infrastructure, community design, 
environmental issues, and other important topics that impact the community. The 
General Plan is a long-range  planning  document  that  will  look ahead  to  2040.

The most important part of the General Plan Update process is public engagement.
The public input we receive will help shape the vision, goals, and policies of the General 
Plan. Visit the General Plan website (www.millbrae2040.com) and join the email list to 
stay informed. Attend an upcoming community workshop, participate in the online 
forum, and make your voice heard.

You’re invited to participate!
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TELL US YOUR VISION FOR MILLBRAE’S FUTURE
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Every city and county in California must have a general plan, which is the local 
government’s long-term blueprint or “constitution” for future development. The 
General Plan represents the community’s view of its future as it relates to a variety 
of quality of life issues and expresses the community’s development goals. The 
General Plan also contains the goals and policies upon which the City Council and 
Planning Commission will base their land use decisions. Typically, a General Plan 
is designed to address the issues facing the community for the next 15 to 25 years.

The Millbrae General Plan Update process consists of three separate plans: the General Plan Update, a Priority 
Development Area Specific Plan, and an Active Transportation Plan.

Millbrae Priority Development Area Specific Plan

General Plan Update

The City has received a grant to prepare a specific plan for its Priority Development Area (PDA), which includes El 
Camino Real and Downtown areas. A specific plan is a comprehensive planning document for a specific region of 
the city. PDAs are areas that communities identified as possible areas for new development as a part of the Bay Area’s 
regional land use and transportation plan. The overall objective of the Plan will be to build on the recently adopted 
Millbrae Station Area Specific Plan for the multi-modal transit station, to enhance the quality of life in Millbrae through 
sustainable development, and to create an exciting place for people to live, work, shop, and play.

Active Transportation Plan
The City has received a grant to address bicycle and pedestrian mobility. As a result, the City will prepare an Active 
Transportation Plan. The purpose of the plan will be to:

      • Assess the needs of pedestrians and cyclists in Millbrae;
      • Identify improvements to infrastructure and programs;
      • Ensure eligibility for certain transportation funding sources; and
      • Coordinate local pedestrian and bicycle improvements with regional projects.

PROJECTPROJECT OVERVIEW
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GENERAL 

For more information, please contact: (650) 259-2336
generalplan@ci.millbrae.ca.us

The City of Millbrae adopted its current General Plan in 1998. The existing General Plan has 
served the City well, but much has changed in the last 20 years. New laws have passed 
that affect general plans and new planning strategies have been developed. These 
changes require a reevaluation of the existing General Plan and confirmation of the vision 
for Millbrae. This General Plan will look ahead to the year 2040, so the update will not only 
bring policies and programs up to date, but also position Millbrae for the next 25 years.
This update offers many possibilities for Millbrae, including:

      • Setting the community’s vision for Millbrae’s future;
      • Encouraging economic development;
      • Supporting a safe, clean, and healthy community;
      • Refreshing environmental sustainability policies and programs; and
      • Addressing changes in State law and new local and regional plans.

A successful General Plan will reflect the community’s priorities, and your input is needed to confirm the community’s 
values and establish its vision. We need as many voices contributing to this process as possible. Here are a few easy 
ways to get involved:

Stay Informed! Get Involved!

The General Plan website (www.millbrae2040.com) is frequently updated with information on the status 
of the project, announcements of upcoming workshops and meetings, and publication of milestone 
reports. The website will also include an interactive online forum that will allow community members to 
provide input at key points throughout the General Plan Update process.

Visit the project website and online forum

Sign up for the General Plan email list
Visit the General Plan website at www.millbrae2040.com and sign up for our email list. The email list will 
be used to send out notices about upcoming meetings and community workshops, project milestones, 
and recently-released public documents.

Attend community workshops
The City will hold a series of community workshops 
at key points in the General Plan Update process. 
Workshops will be fully participatory with 
presentations, small group discussions, and 
thought-provoking, hands-on exercises.

Community Workshop #1
Monday

April 11, 2016 
7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Chetcuti Room

450 Poplar Avenue

WHY IS MILLBRAE UPDATING ITS
GENERAL PLAN?
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Establish an effective organization, structure, and foundation for the General 
Plan Update

Project Initiation  |  Winter 2015-2016

Prepare Background Data  |  Winter/Spring 2016
Gather information on key existing conditions and conduct focused analysis

Identify Issues & Opportunities and Confirm Vision  |  Spring 2016
Establish the direction and priorities for the General Plan

Alternatives  |  Summer 2016
Identify and evaluate alternative land use scenarios for the Downtown area and key 
opportunity areas throughout the city, and select a preferred land use plan

Priority Development Area Specific Plan  |  Fall/Winter 2016
Prepare the draft specific plan for the Millbrae PDA, which includes the El Camino 
Real Corridor and Downtown Millbrae

Prepare the General Plan Policy Document  |  Winter 2016 - Summer 2017
Prepare goals, policies, and implementation programs

Environmental Review  |  Winter 2016 - Fall 2017
Assess the potential environmental impacts of the Draft General Plan

Final Documents and Adoption  |  Summer/Winter 2017
Adopt the new General Plan, PDA Specific Plan, and Active Transportation Plan and 
certify the Program Environmental Impact Report

PROCESSTHE MILLBRAE GENERAL PLAN PROCESS

General Plan, PDA Specific Plan, and Active Transportation Plan


