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Revised vision and guiding principles    
Based on feedback on the draft vision and guiding principles from the September 6th Joint 
Study Session, the City prepared the revised vision statement and set of guiding principles. The 
goal of the vision and guiding principles is to capture the City’s key values and ambitions for the 
future of Millbrae. The vision statement paints a picture of what Millbrae aspires to be 25 years 
from now. The guiding principles establish how the City will achieve the vision. The vision and 
guiding principles will guide the General Plan Update process. The revised vision statement and 
guiding principles will remain a draft until the City Council adopts the General Plan.

In 2040 Millbrae is the gem of the Peninsula, distinguished locally for its strong sense 
of community and regionally as the Bay Area’s premier transit hub. Residents continue 
to be proud to call Millbrae “home” because of its pristine views of the Bay, attractive 
residential neighborhoods, distinguished schools, charming and lively downtown, and 
active civic life. Millbrae is an international destination because of its access to transit, 

vibrancy of El Camino Real, diversity of retail and restaurants, and charming atmosphere. 
Millbrae exemplifies a vibrant and prosperous community.

Revised Vision Statement

El Camino Real
Promote the revitalization of El Camino Real into a “grand 
boulevard” that creates a welcoming gateway into Millbrae. 
Improve mobility and enhance the streetscape along the corridor to 
create an inviting pedestrian environment. Encourage transit-oriented, 
mixed-use developments along El Camino Real that create an exciting 
place for people to live, work, shop, and play.

Downtown
Cultivate a vibrant downtown. Encourage a mix of businesses 
that serve the range of resident needs and attract visitors. Foster 
investments in public spaces that elevate the prominence of downtown 
into a hub of community activity.

Revised Guiding Principles
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Station Area
Transform the Station Area into a walkable, mixed-use district 
reinforcing its role as the most significant transit hub in the 
Bay Area providing connections between Caltrain, BART, and 
San Francisco International Airport. Encourage development of 
amenities; connectivity to downtown and neighborhoods; and diversity 
of retail, restaurants, offices, hotels, and the provision of diverse 
housing types for all income groups.

Neighborhoods
Preserve and enhance neighborhoods. Support the preservation and 
enhancement of the existing housing stock, augmentation of the tree 
canopy, and protection of Bay views. 

Mobility
Provide a safe and complete transportation network that meets 
the needs of all users. Focus on transportation improvements that 
reduce traffic, encourage walkability and bikeability, and increase 
accessibility between neighborhoods, downtown, and the intermodal 
station.

City Identity
Enhance Millbrae’s identity by creating vibrant places that bring 
community members together and draw visitors from the region. 
Encourage Millbrae to remain an inclusive community with strong civic 
pride by improving public spaces through public art, safety measures, 
and park improvements. 

Sustainability

Nurture a sustainable urban environment. Encourage walking and 
biking to reduce automobile dependence and harmful air pollutants. 
Strive to achieve zero solid waste, and promote the efficient use of 
natural resources including water, energy, and land, to reduce impacts 
on regional watersheds.



City Services
Provide all residents with excellent City services. Protect the health 
and safety of residents and support a high-quality living environment by 
maintaining infrastructure, services, and programs that meet the needs 
of the community. 

Economic Development
Promote a robust local economy. Foster economic growth by 
cultivating a diversity of businesses based on innovation, technology, 
and local entrepreneurship that provide high-paying jobs and increase 
the tax base. Emphasize the highest and best use of land for economic 
development.

Healthy Community
Promote a healthy community. Encourage healthy lifestyles for 
all residents by increasing access to physical activity, nutritious 
foods, excellent education, housing choices, living wages, affordable 
healthcare, clean air and water, and a safe environment that promotes 
walking and biking. 

Recreation
Increase and expand recreation opportunities. Encourage active 
living by elevating recreation programming for persons of all ages and 
abilities, enhance parks and recreation facilities, and improve bike and 
pedestrian connections throughout the City and into neighboring cities. 
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