Overview of the Public Review Draft Millbrae 2040 General
Plan and Downtown and El Camino Real Specific Plan

The City of Millbrae 2040 General Plan
The Millbrae 2040 General Plan is a long-range plan that guides decisionmaking and establishes rules and standards for new development and city
improvements. It reflects the community vision for the future and is intended
to provide direction through the year 2040.
California State Law requires that every city adopt a general plan “for the
physical development of the city, and of any land outside its boundaries
which in the planning agency’s judgment bears relation to its planning”
(Government Code Section 65300). A general plan serves as the jurisdiction’s
“constitution” or “blueprint” for future decisions concerning a variety of issues
including land use, health and safety, and resource conservation. All specific
plans, the zoning code, subdivisions, public works capital improvement
projects, and planning entitlement decisions must be consistent with the
local jurisdiction’s general plan.
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The Downtown and
El Camino Real Specific Plan
The Downtown and El Camino Real Specific Plan establishes a vision for the
downtown district and the El Camino Real corridor, providing overarching
policy framework and design standards in order to achieve that vision. The
purpose of the Plan is to enhance the quality of life by providing a roadmap for
future growth that emphasizes transit-oriented, mixed-use development that
provides a mix of housing, restaurants, general commercial, hotels, offices, and
entertainment uses.
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millbrae2040.com

What is included in the General Plan?
A general plan is made up of several “elements,” or chapters, of which seven are mandatory. The Millbrae 2040 General Plan
Policy Document is organized into the following Elements:
The Land Use and Built Environment Element
establishes the location and intensity of land uses
in the city and sets forth policies and standards to
guide future development. This Element serves as
the primary vehicle for ensuring that new land uses
are logically organized and developed in a way that is
sustainable and enhances Millbrae’s unique identity.

The Economic Development Element
is designed to help fulfill Millbrae’s
untapped economic potential. Millbrae
has an opportunity to better harness its
assets, including its central location in
the Bay Area and Silicon Valley, transit
connectivity, excellent public schools,
and quality of life, to better position
itself to thrive in the regional economy.

The Mobility and Circulation Element focuses on optimizing
connectivity - the ability to move people and goods to destinations within
and through the city and to the surrounding region. For this optimization
to occur, this Element addresses all modes of transportation, including
walking, biking, automobiles, bus service, passenger rail, and commercial
trucks, and other micromobility transportation options, providing ample
connections to create links to destinations locally and regionally.

The Recreation, Arts, and
Culture Element addresses the
many aspects that contribute
to an excellent quality of life in
Millbrae, including parks and
recreation facilities, historic
districts and structures, the urban
canopy, cultural resources, arts,
music, and culture.

The Health, Safety, and Hazardous Materials Element focuses on
ensuring public safety and resiliency against the potential effects of
natural and man-made disasters to reduce the loss of property and
life. This Element also focuses on promoting an active and healthy
community with opportunities for physical activity, access to healthy
foods, and overall healthy lifestyle choices.

The Natural Resource Conservation
Element focuses on conserving and
enhancing the remaining natural
environment for present and future
residents. This Element address a variety
of topics, including open space, habitat
conservation, water resources, air quality,
energy, waste reduction and recycling, and
greenhouse gas emissions reduction.

The Housing Element ensures that there is
adequate zoning capacity in place to accommodate
Millbrae’s fair share of new residents of all income
levels. The Housing Element cycle 2023 – 2031 will
address housing needs in the city in compliance
with State housing law. This Element is being
prepared separately and will be available in
Summer 2022.

General Plan Vision and Guiding Principles
The vision and guiding principles provide a
foundation for the entire General Plan. They
describe the future envisioned by the community.

VISION FOR THE FUTURE

In 2040, Millbrae is the gem of the Peninsula,
distinguished locally for its strong sense
of community and regionally as the Bay
Area’s premier transit hub. Residents and
businesses continue to be proud to call Millbrae
“home” because of its pristine views of the
Bay, attractive residential neighborhoods,
distinguished schools, charming and lively
downtown, and active civic life. Millbrae is a
regional destination because of its premier
transit hub, cultural diversity, vibrancy of El
Camino Real, range of retail and restaurants,
and lively atmosphere. Millbrae exemplifies
a vibrant, sustainable and prosperous
community.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

• Promote the revitalization of El Camino Real into a “grand boulevard” that
creates a welcoming gateway into Millbrae.
• Cultivate a vibrant downtown.
• Transform the Station Area into a walkable, mixed-use district reinforcing
its role as the most significant transit hub in the Bay Area providing
connections between Caltrain, BART, and San Francisco International
Airport.
• Preserve and enhance neighborhoods.
• Provide a safe and complete transportation network that meets the needs
of all users.
• Enhance Millbrae’s character and reputation by creating vibrant places that
bring community members together and draw visitors from the region.
• Nurture a sustainable and resilient urban environment.
• Provide all residents with excellent, equitable, and efficient City services.
• Promote a robust local economy.
• Promote a healthy community.
• Increase and expand recreation opportunities.

The Downtown and El Camino Real Specific Plan presents an opportunity for Millbrae to transform the city’s primary areas of
business and commerce into vibrant and connected mixed-use centers of cultural and economic activity. This Specific
Plan focuses on the area that will undergo the majority of change and development in the city over the next couple of decades. The
overall objective of the Specific Plan is to enhance quality of life by providing a road map for future growth and investment to
create an exciting place for people to live, work, shop, and visit. This plan emphasizes transit-oriented, mixed-use development to
provide a purposeful mix of housing, restaurants, retail, hotels, offices, and entertainment uses.

VISION STATEMENT

Over the next 20 years, the Downtown
and El Camino Real Specific Plan Area will
be a series of livable and vibrant districts,
each with a unique character and an
active public life. The Plan Area will offer a
mix of regionally- and local-serving uses,
range of housing choices, small and large
office spaces, retail, cultural amenities,
and entertainment. The Plan Area will
prioritize access to transit, state-of-theart mobility choices, and safe,
comfortable, and inviting streets for
residents and visitors of all ages.
The Plan Area envisions a variety of safe
and well-designed public spaces such
as plazas, parklets, paseos, courtyards
for social gatherings, festivals, and civic
events connected to each other with a
well-developed pedestrian network. The
Plan Area will boast of buildings with highquality architecture, durable materials, and
high-performing building systems.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
PROCESS

The City began preparing the Downtown
and El Camino Real Specific Plan alongside
the 2040 General Plan Update and Active
Transportation Plan through a combination
of technical analysis and public input. The
City designed each step of the process
to ensure the planning team gathered
feedback from residents, business and
property owners, decision-makers, and other
stakeholders.

Proposed streetscape Improvements on Broadway

How Can You Provide Input?
GET INVOLVED!
We have received input in a variety of ways in preparation of
the draft General Plan and Specific Plan. We would now like to
know your feedback on the draft “blueprint” of the future of
Millbrae.

VISIT THE PROJECT WEBSITE
The project website, millbrae2040.com, is the hub for
information on the status of the project, announcements of
upcoming meetings, and publication of key documents including
the public review draft documents. The Draft Environmental
Impact Report is anticipated to be available in Summer 2022.

SIGN UP FOR E-MAIL UPDATES
You can join the email list by visiting millbrae2040.com. By
signing up, you will receive notifications when the City releases
new documents, and when the City will be holding meetings,
and other events.

ATTEND MEETINGS
Not only are these great opportunities to learn about the
General Plan and Specific Plan, but meetings are also a great
place to share your ideas and connect with the community.
Planning Commission and City Council meetings are anticipated in
Summer and Fall 2022.

